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Teaching Lessons

WTS Alumnus Sam Ross shares how he’s learned that not
all writing-tutor tactics transfer to a classroom of teenagers

Brandon Haffner

Sam Ross, a WTS alum now living in
Brooklyn, spends a majority of his time
instructing teenagers at a nearby public
school as part of his work with for Teach
for America. He's a rather busy guy, given
that he is also taking graduate courses
at Pace University toward his teaching
certification.

His primary focus, though, is on the
studencs he felt compelled to help even
before he graduated from IU.

“I had read a lot about the achieve-
ment gap between high— and low-income
students and thought that it was a
frustrating manifestation of inequality in
our society,” Ross said.“T wanted to join
a movement that was hghting against
educational disparities.”

However, his motivation to work for
a good cause is often tested by the high
demands of his work.

“Teaching itself is pretty intense
inside the room, and there are usually
a thousand things happening at once,’
he said.“Whether it’s classroom
management ot working with low-level
readers or trying to come up witha
reading or assignment that will engage

students’ interests while still hitting state
standards, it’s like educational whack-a-
mole. When you nail something on the
head, another issue pops right up.’

The grueling nature of Ross's teaching
work is a humbling experience, he said.
It's much different from his WTS
background, helping IU students with
their college papers, and perhaps more
difficult.

“With WTS, I mostly dealt with
students who had one or two specific
issues that could be adequately addressed
in a tutorial,” he said. “With the work
I do now, it’s more about trying to
get students to the stage of actually
completing a written piece.”

Most current WTS tutors become
concerned when students visit us too
close to their paper deadlines or when
they've forgotten to ask their professors
important questions. For Ross, now,
his job is a bit more focused on the
fundamentals.

“Most of the time, it's about getting
them to turn in their homework,” he said.

His work for Teach for America
isn't all grueling, though, and he has

continued on pg. 5
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Career change? No objection.

Tutoring skills prove practical for two alums who have chosen the legal field

Brandon Haffner

Some of our WT'S alumni have moved
on to explore the world of law.

Jon Zarich and his wife, Katie, both
WTS alums, currently actend IUPUI’s
law school evening program.

And as many recent graduates do, Jon
and Katie waited a while before jumping
into the rigors of professional school.

“T worked in the Indiana House
of Representatives for two years as a

legislative assistant after graduating from
IU; Jon said.

It was only after those two years that
he enrolled in IUPUT'’s evening program.
Then, he switched his day job to work for
the Insurance Institute of Indiana, a state
trade association representing insurers
before the Indiana government. There, he
works as a lobbyist five days a week.

“The great thing about lobbying is
you meet a lot of great people and get to
work with them on interesting issues,’
Jon said.

Working has its downsides, of course.
With work every day and school each
night, Jon is a busy man.

“Td like to say I study when I get

home from class every night, but that

just doesn’t happen all the time,” Jon said.
“Gotta make time for the “The Office.”

Katie Zarich seems to be just as busy.

During the day, she works as
the director of public affairs at the
Indianapolis Museum of Art.

“I manage our public relations,
marketing and government affairs
programs,” she said.”No day is ever the
same. I attend a lot of meetings, and
think a lot about strategy.”

Beyond her aspirations in the legal
realm, she’s motivated to make positive
changes in her current job, too.

“It's my goal for the IMA to be as
visible as possible in Indianapolis, central
Indiana and beyond,” she said.

Her high level of motivation and
strong work ethic come with a price,
however.

“Now that I'm in law school and
working full time, I sacrifice quite a bit of
sleep and free time,” she said.

So, what's so great about law that it
makes Jon and Katie willing to give up
time for fun and sleep, anyway?

KEISCY Nash, Managing Editor,
Feature Writer, Designer, Pkotogmpkcr

Contributors:

Sri Chatterjee, Feature Writer
Brandon Haffner, Feature Writer
Sarah-Anne Lanman, Feature Writer

By Our WTS is produced by and for the peer tutor alumni of
Writing Tutorial Services, Indiana University's writing center.

Please read, think and write back
to us at:
byourwts@indiana.edu.

Laura Plummer, CWP Director

Jo Ann Vogt, WTS Director

Anita Schaad, WTS Office Manager
John Peterson, CWP Office Manager

Each of them has distinct reasons.

“T have always found the law
interesting,” Jon said. "It forms the basis
of how people are required to treat each
other. I like to know that if someone
mugs me while I am walking down
the street, there is a legal remedy I can
pursue.”

Katie feels passionate about the law
because it fulfills what she’s always
wanted to do as an adult.

“T always thought I'd go to law school
one day,” she said.“In some ways, law is a
great foundation for public service, and
I've always considered a career in public
service.”

Neither of them, of course, has
forgotten their WTS heritage. Jon said
he believes that working for WTS was
great experience for his law career.

“WTS taught me to read critically,
listen carefully, and communicate
effectively,” he said.“No marter what
job you will do, you need those skills,
especially in a legal environment.”

Katie's WTS past has helped her not
only with her legal writing, but with her
art museum position,

“WTS helped me give tactful and
constructive criticism, she said. “This
skill has been very helpful with my
employees.’

Jon and Katie seem to have found
paths to bright futures together. Though
they're working hard every day of the
week, they seem to have found a way to
keep things in order.

Jon said the two of them only have
about one year of school left; then it’s off
into another phase of life.
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At WTS End

In May, eight graduating seniors will add their names to the WTS alumni roster. To celebrate
this milestone in their lives and their contributions to Writing Tutorial Services, we asked
them to reflect on their time as peer tutors and tell us a bit about their goals for the future.

Sarah-Anne Lanman

Hometown:
Cleveland,
Ohio

Majors:
English,
Germanic
studies

Years
l:utnring:
one

Favorite ¥ £

WTS Caitlin Zittkowski

memorys:
The look on

students’ faces when a light bulb turns on
in their heads because they have major
breakthroughs with their papers.

Most memorable tutorial: A student
workjng on an art history paper came in
to the ASC because her teacher offered
extra credit to students who brought
their papers in, and she seemed a lictle
skeptical abour the tutorial being useful.
However, at the end of the tutorial, she
said it had been very helpful and ended
up coming in again a few weeks later for

a different paper.

Words of wisdom: As much as you may
want to, you cannot make a student’s
paper perfect!

Future plans: I definitely plan on
continuing to write, and I may give law
school a spin. I'm interested in working
with environmental and/or human
rights issues and would eventually love to

publish a book of poetry.

Hometown: Munster, Indiana
Majors: English, French, art history
Years tutoring: one

Favorite
WTS
memory:
I've loved
the time
spent talking
with other
tutors. ['ve
mert so m:lny
wonderful
people here!

Most

memorable

31 ke

Sarah—Ae Laman

tutorial:

One time at the Teter ASC, a student
had plagiarized her professor’s example
essay almost word for word. When

I gently pointed that out to her and
Suggested we try some rﬂ'wofd.ing,

she told me to shut up and do my job
correctly. Excuse me?!

Words of wisdom: If students feel good
about themselves, they write better
papers! I've always found words of
encouragement do wonders for getting
the creative juices Howing,

Future Plans: I have a job in
Bloomington for the summer, and then

I am moving to France fora year-long
teaching assistantship. Beyond that, I
plan to go to grad school sometime in my
20s and make enough money to keep me
from moving back in with my parents.

Hometown: Goshen, Indiana
Major: biology
Years tutoring: three

Favorite W'TS memory: Interacting
with the other tutors has been great. I
remember spending spring 2007 working
with Andrew to figure out how we could
most efficiently watch college basketball
on Thursday nights at Teter. I think

we came
up with
a decent
System.

Most
memorable
tutorial:
There have
been really
good and
really bad
ones, buta
specific one

Josh Robinson

doesn't come
to mind.

Words of wisdom: Don't doubt your
own tutoring skills. You went through
extensive training and are obviously fit
for the position, so just do what you
know how to do.

Future plans: I'll spend the next
four years at the Illinois College of
Optometry in Chicago. Beyond that,

check back with me in four years.
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Hometown: Wi ilmington, Delaware

Majors: English, liberal arts and

m zmagement program

Years tutoring:
one

Favorite
WTS
memory:
I'll miss

Jo Ann’s
original yet
strangely
fitting
sayings for
just about
everything.

Callie Taylor

Most

memorable tutorial: There’s not one
specific turorial that stands out, but
when I was tutoring in Briscoe on
Thursday nights, I'd end up wich a lot
of girls who didn't understand me when
I talked in a normal voice. I had ro, like,
you know, totally talk with the, like,
valley-girl swoop, so, um, like, every
sentence totally ended as if it was a
question? Those tutorials were precty
amusing.

Words of wisdom: WTS is awesome.
But everyone who has worked here or is
working here already knows that.

Future plans: I'm looking for jobs in
editing and publishing. I have one offer
for an editorial interuship with Norton
Books in New York City already, but it’s
unpaid, so I'm waiting to see if I can find
a paid job before accepting that offer.

Hometown: Fort Wayne, Indiana
Majors: English, creative writing
Years tutoring: three

Favorite WTS memory: I suppose I'll
remember working at the ASCs the most
because of all the memorable conversa-
tions I've had there with my fellow

writing tutors. Meeting and befriending
my brilliant
peers has
been one of
my favorite
parts of the
job.

Most

memorable
tutorial:
Thada

tutorial in

Brandon Haffner

which the
guy had
written a paper that argued against the
credibility of the assignment and his
class in general. It was a licdle awkward
at first, burt after making sure he
understood he was probably going to fail
the assignment, we discussed his thesis
statement and the organization of his
paragraphs, and he went on his way.

Words of wisdom: I once had a tutorial,
in my first semester of tutoring, when a
female ESL student asked me to tutor
her outside of WTS. T rold her it was

a conflict of interest if I got paid, so I
tutored her for free for several weeks,
often putting aside my own homework,
to help her pass an English class that
she needed to pass in order to graduate
(Shed failed it twice before.). Eventually,
she passed, and she and I are now good
friends. However, I never did that for
any students again. In a way, it was a
gratifying experience after it was over,
but I realized it was simply not my
place. And my grades weren't so hot that
semester, either.

Future plans: On May 8, I move into

an apartment with my girlfriend here

in Bloomington. In a year or two, I'll
probably be getting ready to go to grad
school to get my MFA in fiction writing,
and in ten years, I'd like to be a creative
writing professor somewhere. Big fun up

ahead.

Hometown: Granger, Indiana
Majors: journalism, political science
Years tutorings two

Favorite WTS memory: I will
remember how great it feels to make

a difference in someone’s work and to
have a tutee be really excited about the
changes you made together during a
tutorial. T also Jove having the same
student
come back
several times
over the
course of

a semester
and getting
the chance
to see how
his or her

writing
improved.
Mostly,
though,

I will miss discussing movies with
Brandon in the Forest ASC; for the
past year, he has schooled me with his

Kelsey ash

impressive arsenal of film facts.

Most memorable tutorial: My first solo
tutorial during training. I was absolutely
terrified to help a freshman with a typical
W131 paper, something that is second
nature to me now. I'm pretty sure I made
his paper even worse than it was when he

walked in.

Words of wisdom: I have learned that
people can (and will) surprise you, so try
not to assume things about a tutee from
the first few minutes of your turorial.
Every now and then, you get a difficult
tutee, but more often than not, students
are willing to work with you to improve
their writing, even in required tutorials.

Future plans: Not sure. I am thinking
law school in a couple of years but am
concerned about putting myself in a
ridiculous amount of debt. I'm also
considering going into some type of
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teaching, In short, look for me at your

local Taco Bell!

Hometown: Indianapolis, Indiana
Majors: psychology, religious studies
Years tutoring: two

Favorite WTS memory: Fun random
conversations at the ASCs about life,
People magazine, Christmas presents and
relationships.

Most memorable tutorial: Perhaps an
unhappy memory, but a tutee once asked
me at the beginning of the tutorial,“Uh,
do you want me to get my paper out or
what? Is that how this works?” And it
just went downhill from there. . ..

Words of wisdom: WTS is awesome.
Donl't stress about the scary grammar
tutorials,
the neurotic
folks or

the ones
needing
stamps;
you'll get a
refreshing
mixture of
interesting,
boring and

scary to

| — X [ ]

: . i
SERR Swathi Hemachandr

your toes.

Future

plans: I will be applying to Ph.D.
programs in clinical psychology this
fall and will hopefully be a practicing

psychologist 10 years from now.

Hometown: Anderson, Indiana
Major: public health education
Minor: human sexuality

Years tutoring: one

Favorite WTS memory: The last couple
of training
sessions
with Jo

Ann were
really great.
We were

all nervous
through

the whole
process, and
she may
have been

Chelsea Sipes

too because
I chink we
were the first trainee class she taught
for WTS at IU. She started to loosen
up around us by the end of it, and we
all would laugh so much during those
sessions. It was a really fun time.

Most memorable tutorial: During one
of the first turorials I had at WTS at the
beginning of the year, a student came

in who asked me about my personal life
and the meaning of the ring on my finger,
and a couple days after he came in, I

got a Facebook message from a familiar
face who said he had gotten an"A”" on

his assignment and was wondering if he
could repay me for my writing help by
taking me out to lunch sometime. I didn't
respond because I didn't know what to
say. That was memorable because it was
so crazy and unexpected. This guy had
guts.

Words of Wisdom: Regarding tutorials,
don't stress about how slow or fast you
think you should or shouldn't be reading
because as long as you completely
comprehend what is written on the
paper, you are better off no matter how
long it takes you to read the piece.

Regarding life, don't wait for happiness
because happiness is a choice and a
journey. If you continue to stress through
life and say, “Once I finish this semester
... after I lose five pounds . .. or when I
fall in love ... I'll be happy,” you'll always

be waiting for it to arrive. We all have

the power to choose how we perceive
situations,

Future plans: I'm going back to my
hometown this summer to complete

an internship in the learning and
development department of St. John's
Hospital in Anderson, Indiana, under
their health educators, which I am very
excited about. Hopefully, if they like

me, and if they have the funds, they will
keep me around and pay me after the
internship is over. I am also very happily
in love with a wonderful man who works
teaching music in a local music store/
venue and instrument tepair center, and
I am looking forward to having a fun-
hlled summer of new experiences and
memories with him and our families.

Teaching Lessons, cont. from pg. 1:

no trouble seeing the bright side of his
everyday endeavors.

“My favorite thing about being in
Teach for America is getting to know my
students,” he said.“I work with young
teenagers, and it’s fascinating to see their
identities really start to crystallize.”

Allin all, Ross seems to be optimistic
about his teaching future. After he
receives his teaching certificate, he plans
to get his masters in reaching as well, So,
despite the rough edges of his current
job, it appears he has found enough
enjoyment to continue teaching.

He added that part of his enjoyment
as a teacher comes from working with a
bunch of entertaining characters.

“Something hilarious happens literally
every day I teach,” he said.”We just
finished our poetry unit and one of my
students asked me, 'Mr. Ross, do you
know love poems?”

“Yes,” Ross replied.

“Do you know the way they make
you feel, like how you get really touched
inside?” the student said.

“Yeah, I do.

“I hate that”
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At Home on Lake Michigan

Since graduating, several former tutors have chosen to spend their time living and

working in the Windy City. By Our WTS found out how some are faring there.

Sri Chatterjee

Chicago is famous for a long list of
things: the Sears Tower, deep dish pizza,
the Magnificent Mile, David Schwimmer,
Frank Lloyd Wright, President Obama
and — most importantly — several WTS
alums.

Here's an update on a few of those
familiar faces (those whose e-mail
addresses we have access to, at least).

Cecelia Myers

Since graduating in 2007 with a degree
in English, Cecelia (Wolford) Myets has
seemingly been on the go.

She got married in September 2008
and now has a little puppy dubbed
“Oscar Myers'.

As far as
her career is

concerned,

she currently
works as the
senior personal
archivist for

Morgan Street
Document
Systems, a
company

that provides
documenting
services to

Cecelia Myers

individuals and
families by creating web-based “vaults”
for its clients.

She said she loves her job, which she
accepted right after graduation.

“(I've) created vaults for everyone
from influential investors to government
officials who are writing memoirs,” Myers
said."T've gotten to work with a lot of

cool stuff!”

Furthermore, her former life as a tutor
has come in handy while navigating the
everyday trials of the working world.

“The patience and tact that (tutoring)
helps you develop is essential when
you work with clients,” Myers said. “It
helps you make sometimes fruscrating
situations inro successes.”

Alison Lefkowitz

After leaving Bloomington, Lefkowitz
found a bit of TU in Chicago.

“There’s a joke (hrst passed on to me
by WTS alum and former Chicago
resident Allison Mikkalo) chat the
neighborhoods in Chicago correspond to
IU dorms,” she said.“It’s funny because
it’s a little bit true.”

Since graduating in 2002, Letkowitz
has begun the Ph.D. program in history

at the University of Chicago.

“I study 20th-century U.S. history
with a focus on gender and sexuality,’

Alison Lefkowitz, far right, with friends in Chicagos Grant Park (photo donated).

she said."My dissertation examines the
politics of marriage from 1963 to 1982.
I have taught in the U of C history and
gender studies departments the last
few years, and this year, I am a Hormel
Fellow.”

Lefkowitz said she fondly recalls
“tutoring at the main office, the regulars
at Ashton, chatting with Anita and
watching IU beat Duke at a very empty
Briscoe.”

Despite some fine times spent at the
tutoring table, she said many of her
favorite memories of WTS are from
her semester-long training with Laura
Plummer and the cohort of spring 2000.

It also seems that her work at WTS
has been serving her well beyond the
classroom,

As she puts it: “The biggest lessons
I learned at WT'S were to tackle one
problem at a time and that I couldn't
solve everything in an hout”
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Tracy May

Another one of our alums, Tracy
(Jensen) May, has been getting back
to her WTS roots by doing some ESL
tutoring for Literacy DuPage, a non-
profit organization that provides tutoring
services to adults living in DuPage
County, III.

Since moving to Chicago in 1999, May
has gone from being an edirorial assistant
at McGraw-Hill/Irwin Publishing to
becoming the manager of corporate
ind foundation relations at the Chicago
Lighthouse, a position she took in
anuary '08.

Aside from her career, she has been
vorking on building her family. She got
ritched to Bill May in 2004 and gave
virth to their first daughter, Abigail, on
Jct. 10, 2008,

“For now, I'm home with her and
loing some volunteer work for the
American Cancer Society,” May said.

Theresa Yaecker

Although Yaecker is a Chicago narive,
he said she learns new things about her
10me city every day.

“Being on the road most of the time, I

ind cthe city still has much that surprises
ne, she said.

¥

[heresa Yaecker (photo donated).

And she wasn't kidding about being
out of town often. Yaecker's work as a
technology consulcant for Deloitte has
taken her to as many as seven different
states in just four years.

Despite her constant travel, she said
feels right at home in Chi-town and loves
living there — with one glaring exception:
the harsh Windy City winters.

Still, the bone-chilling cold, blustery
winds and copious amounts of snow
make the arrival of summer much more
exciting than it would be elsewhere, she
said.

“There’s nothing better than that first
truly warm day when everyone suddenly
emerges from their winter burrows. . .
Jjust so happy to be out without a coat
on,” Yaecker said.

Despite working with technology,
which is far removed from discussions
of syntax, parallel sentences and thesis
statements, she said the tutoring skills

she gained at W'T'S have helped her

succeed in her current work.

“The ability to dive into a document,
assess its current state and collaborate
with its creator to make it better has
been invaluable in my work with clients,”
she said.“It is a rare day when I don't
have at least one tutoring session’ with a
client or a teammate.”

She also atcribures her tendency to
volunteer for night shifts to having the

best of times during evening work at the
ASCs,

And for those of us who live elsewhere
and, perhaps, those graduating in May
with hopes of a big-city job come next
year, Yaecker offers some sound advice
for anyone considering a move to
Chicago.

“Buy a space heater,” she said. “Ir will
be the best investment you ever make!”

1992

rochester.edu

WTS Alumni Directory

Jonathan Purvis
Bloomington, IN

Doug Anderson Jamie Aprile
Chicago, IL jpurvis@indiana.edu Los Angeles, CA
dcanders27@yahoo.com Jjamieaprile@yahoo.com
Angela (Zahn) Tharp 1997 Erin (Elkins) Raddiff
Bloomington, IN Jeremy Davies Albuquerque, NM
anzahn@indiana.edu New York, NY eradclif@unm.edu
jdavies@nyc.rr.com
Abby (Hunt) Ghering
1996 Christy Doherty Gahanna, OH
Sarah (Gliemmo) Nichols Los Angeles, CA abbyandrob@sbcglobal.net
Saceamento, CA siob.doherty@gmail.com
curioussjg@yahoo.com Ebony Utley
Alex Kahn Long Beach, CA
Tracy (Jensen) May Bamberg, Germany utley@hotmail.com
Chicago, IL alaxander_kahn@hotmail.com
ifro75 ail.
glfro @gm 20 Bll] Watson 1999
Elisa (Overholtzer) Maxwell In;:lian;p c;lﬁis, IhN i Jennifer (Beyer) Wilkey
Rochester, NY colts_fan76@hormail.com i ;
! Cincinnad, OH
elisa_maxwell@urmc, Eoi I @rhosion

1998
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Alumni Directory, cont.

Dana (Miller) Malkus
St. Lous, MO
danamill@sbeglobal.net

2000
Heather Danielewicz
Chicago, IL

tothequeenuh@yahoo.com

Alison Letkovitz
Chicago, IL
alefkovi@uchicago.edu

Kelly (McShane) Colby
Indianapolis, IN
kelly@colbyequipment.com

Allison Mikkalo
Brooklyn, NY
acmikkal@hotmail.com

Heather (Murphy) Coddingron
Milford, CT

heather.m.coddingron@gmail.com

2001

Katie (Beyer) Zarich
Indianapolis, IN
katiezarich@yahoo.com

Geoff McGregor
Bloomington, IN
gmcgrego@indiana.edu

Kyle Springman
Rochester, MN
kspringman@gmail.com

Garth Stahl
London, England

garth_stahl@hotmail.com

Bill Trovinger
Bloomingron, IN

btroviu@aol.com

2002

Jae Chung
Bloomington, IN

jachung@indiana.edu

Lisa Inks
Boston, MA

lisa.inks@gmail.com

Alexis Pool
Evanston, IL
sixela0307@mac.com

Michael Quilligan
Silver Spring, MD
mquillig@yahoo.com

Chris (Sego) Caldwell
Indianapolis, IN
csego@iupui.edu

Jen (Woodall) Johnston
Bloomington, IN

jenjohnston@mac.com

Theresa Yaecker
Chicago, IL
tyaecker@gmail.com

By Our WTS

Jon Zarich
Indianapelis, IN
jzarich@indiana.edu

2003

Emily Ragsdale
Evanston, IL
ecragsdale@gmail.com

Emily Sekine
Brooklyn, NY

elsekine@gmail.com

2004
Adrienne Carroll
Bloomington, IN

adrienne.carroll@gmail.com

Greg Ingram
Bloomington, IN

rgingram@indiana.edu

Michael-Lyn McBride
Lompoc, CA
micha224@yahoo.com

Peggy Larkin
Indianapolis, IN
mslarkin@gmail.com

Cameron Ochler
Carmel, IN
coehler@gmail.com

Kehla West
Indianapolis, IN
kehlawest@gmail.com
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2005

Lauren Belles
Atlingron, VA

laurenbelles@gmail.com

Martha Hunt
Arlingron, VA
marthunt@gmail.com

2006

Gamble Kersey
Ulsan, South Korea

gamblek15@gmail.com

Jason Covert
Bloomington, IN
jmeovert@indiana.edu

Joe Roy
Bloomington, IN
joedroy@indiana.edu

Jo Minnich
Fort Wayne, IN
jo.minnich@gmail.com

Erin McGuan
Omaha, NE

erinmeguan@creighton.edu

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

BLOOMINGTON
Campus Writing Program

Maxwell Hall 222, 750 E. Kirkwood Ave.

Bloomington, [N 47405
Phone: (812) 855-4928




