








By Our WTSApril 2009

Hometown: Indianapolis, Indiana

Majors: psychology, religious studies

Years tutoring: two

Favorite WTS memory: Fun random conversations 
at the ASCs about life, People 
magazine, Christmas presents and relationships.

Most memorable tutorial: Perhaps an unhappy memory, 
bur a rutee once asked me at the beginning 
of the turtorial,�Uh, do you want me to get 
my paper out or what? Is that how this works?� 
And it just went downbhill from there. . ..

Words of wisdom: WT'S is awesome. Don't stress 
about the scary grammar tutorials, the neurotic 
folks or the ones nccding tamps; ou'll get 
a efreshing uxture of interesting, oring and cary 
to     eep you on     Swathi Hemachandra our 
toes.

uture  lans: I will be applying to Ph.D. rograms 
in clinical psychology chis all and 
will hopefully be a practicing  sychologist 
10 years from now.

Hometown: Anderson Indiana

r\'lajor: public health education

r\'linor: human sexuality

IYears tutoring: one

Most memorable tutorial: During one of the first 
tutorials I had at WT'S at the beginning of 
the year, a student came  in who asked me 
about my personal life and the meaning of 
the ring on my finger, and a couple days after 
he came in, I  got a Facebook message 
from a familiar face who said he had 
gotten an"A� on  his assignment and was 
wondering if he could repay me for my writing 
help by taking me our to lunch sometime. 
I didn't respond because I didn't know 
what to say. Thatr was memorable because 
it was so crazy and unexpected. This 
guy had  gurts.

Words of Wisdom: Regarding turorials, don't 
stress about how slow or fast you think 
you should or shouldn't be reading because 
as long as you completely comprehend 
what is written on the paper, you 
are better off no matter how long it takes 
you to read the piece.  Regarding life, don't 
wait for happiness because happiness is 
a choice and a journey. If you continue to stress 
through life and say, �Once I finish this 
semester ... after I lose five pounds.. .. or 
when I fall in love ... I'll be happy,� you'll always 
 be waiting for it to arrive. We all have

the power to choose how we perceive 
situations.

Future plans: I'm going back to my hometown 
this summer to complete  an internship 
in the learning and development department 
of St. John's Hospital in Anderson, 
Indiana, under their health educators, 
which I am very excited about. Hopefully, 
if they like me, and if they have the 
funds, they will keep me around and pay 
me after the internship is over. I am also 
very happily in love with a wonderful man 
who works teaching music in a local music 
store/ venue and instrument repair center, 
and I am looking forward to having a 
fun- hlled summer of new experiences and 
memories with him and our families.

Teaching Lessons, cont. from pg. 1:

no trouble seeing the bright side of his everyday 
endeavors.  �My favorite thing about 
being in Teach for America is getting to 
know my students,� he said. "I work with 
young teenagers, and it�s fascinating to 
see their identities really start to crystallize.� 
 All in all, Ross seems to be optimistic 
abour his teaching future. After he 
receives his teaching certificate, he plans 
to get his masters in teaching as well. So, 
despite the rough edges of his current job, 
it appears he has found enough enjoyment 
to continue teaching.  He added that 
part of his enjoyment as a teacher comes 
from working with a bunch of entertaining 
characters.  �Something hilarious 
happens literally every day I teach,� 
he said.�We just finished our poetry 
unit and one of my students asked me,"Mr. 
Ross, do you know love poems?�  �Yes,� 
Ross replied.  �Do you know the way 
they make you feel, like how you get really 
touched inside?� the student said.  �Yeah, 
I do�  �T hate that.�



Since graduating, several former tutors have chosen to spend their time living and

Sri Chatterjee

Chicago is famous for a long list of things: the 
Sears Tower, deep dish pizza, the Magnihcent 
Mile, David Schwimmer, Frank Lloyd 
Wright, President Obama and � most importantly 
� several WTS alums,  Here's an 
update on a few of those familiar faces (those 
whose e-mail addresses we have access 
to, at least).

Cecelia Myers

Since graduating in 2007 with a degree in English, 
Cecelia (Wolford) Myers has seemingly 
been on the go.  She got married in 
September 2008 and now has a little puppy 
dubbed "Oscar Myers.

company      el thar provides documenting 
services to individuals 
and families by creating 
web-based �vaults� 
for its clients.  She 
said she loves her job, which 
she accepred right after 
graduation.  �(I've) created 
vaults for everyone from 
influential investors to government 
officials who are writing 
memoirs,� Myers said. 
�I've gotren to work with 
a loc of cool stuft!�

Furthermore, her former life as a tutor has come 
in handy while navigating the everyday 
trials of the working world.  �The patience 
and tact that (tutoring) helps you develop 
is essential when you work with clients,� 
Myers said. �It helps you make sometimes 
fruscracing situations into successes.

Alison Lefkowitz

After leaving Bloomingron, Lefkowitz found a 
bit of U in Chicago.  �Theres a joke (first passed 
on to me by WTS alum and former Chicago 
resident Allison Mikkalo) that the neighborhoods 
in Chicago correspond to IU dorms,� 
she said."It�s funny because it's a 
lictle bit true.�  Since graduating in 2002, Letkowirz 
has begun the Ph.D. program in history 
at the University of Chicago.  �I study 
20th-century U.S. history with a focus on 
gender and sexuality,�

she said.�My dissertation examines the politics 
of marriage from 1963 to 1982. [ have 
raughr in the U of C history and gender 
studies departments the last few years, 
and this year, | am a Hormel Fellow.�

Letkowitz said she fondly recalls �tutoring ac 
the main office, the regulars at Ashron, chartting 
wicth Anita and watching IU beat Duke 
at a very empty  Briscoe.�  Despite some 
fine times spent at the tutoring table, she 
said many of her favorite memories of WT'S 
are from her semester-long training with 
Laura Plummer and the cohort of spring 
2000.  It also seems that her work at WTS 
has been serving her well beyond the classroom. 
 As she puts it: �The biggest lessons 
[ learned at WT'S were to tackle one 
problem ar a time and that I couldn�t solve 
everyching in an hour.�

Alison Lefkowitz, far right, with friends in Chicago�s Grant Park (photo donated).



Another one of our alums, Tracy (Jensen) May, 
has been getting back  to her W'T'S roots 
by doing some ESL utoring for Literacy 
DuPage, a non- rofit organization that 
provides tutoring ervices to adules living 
in DuPage  ounty, I1l.  Since moving to 
Chicago in 1999, May 1as gone from being 
an edirorial assistant t McGraw-Hill/Trwin 
Publishing to ecoming the 
manager of corporate  nd foundation relations 
at the Chicago ighthouse, a position 
she took in  anuary '08.  Aside from her 
career, she has been vorking on building 
her family. She got nitcched to Bill May 
in 2004 and gave irch to their first daughter, 
Abigail, on ct. 10, 2008.  �For now, 
I'm home with her and oing some volunteer 
work for the merican Cancer Society,� 
May said.

Theresa Yaecker

Although Yaecker is a Chicago narive, he said 
she learns new things about her ome city 
every day.  "Being on the road most of 
the time, I  nd the city still has much that 
surprises e, she said.

And she wasn't kidding about being out of town 
often. Yaecker�s work as a technology 
consultant for Deloitte has taken her 
to as many as seven different states in just 
four years,  Despite her constant travel, she 
said feels right at home in Chi-town and loves 
living there � with one glaring exception: 
the harsh Windy City winters.  Still, 
the bone-chilling cold, blustery winds and 
copious amounts of snow make the arrival 
of summer much more exciting than it would 
be elsewhere, she said.  �There�s nothing 
better than that first truly warm day when 
everyone suddenly emerges from their winter 
burrows . . . just so happy to be out without 
a coat on,� Yaecker said.  Despite working 
with technology, which is far removed 
from discussions of syntax, parallel sentences 
and thesis statements, she said the 
rutoring skills

she gained at WTS have helped her  succeed 
in her current work.  �The ability to 
dive into a document, assess its current state 
and collaborate with its creator to make 
it berrer has been invaluable in my work 
with clients,� she said. "It is a rare day 
when I don't have ac least one �tutoring 
session� with a client or a teammate.� 
 She also attributes her tendency 
to volunteer for night shifts to having 
the best of times during evening work 
at the  ASCs.  And for those of us who live 
elsewhere and, perhaps, those graduating 
in May with hopes of a big-city job 
come next year, Yaecker offers some sound 
advice for anyone considering a move 
to Chicago.  �Buy a space heater,� she 
said. �It will be the best investment you 
ever make!�




