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Are you right- or left-brained?

Vincent Bailey breaks the dichotomy, becoming both a math and writing tutor

The Teter Quad Academic Support Center, like those at Briscoe and Forest Quads, is busy almost every night.

BY DECKER CAVOISE

Senior peer tutor and wrangler,
Decker Cavoise, interviews fellow
senior peer tutor Vincent Bailey
about what it’s like to be both a math
and writing peer tutor.

A brief look around the
Academic Support Centers on a
Monday night might suggest that
the perceived dichotomy between
writers and mathematicians is true.

We writers sit down with

students one-on-one for up to 50
minutes, discussing subjects like
thesis statements, defining key
terms, analytical moves, and the
logical flow of thoughts.

Math tutors roam among mul-
tiple tables, answering questions
about numbers and equations in a
more fast-paced environment.

However, senior peer tutor
Vincent Bailey bridges this gap by
working as both a writing tutor and
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math tutor.

Vincent started his student ca-
reer at Indiana University wanting
to major in biology, but after
success in both a required writ-
ing class and math class, Vincent
decided he was more interested in
pursuing a degree in math.

In October 2013, Vincent’s

MATH

continues on page 3
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How to tutor journalism writing

Dana Koglin shares her preparation tactics for a working group presentation

In preparation for giving the presentation solo, Dana even documented Tori’s notes during previous joint presentations. These
notes pictured above were Tori's explanation of the structure of a standard journalistic news article.

BY ANNE RILEY

I had the pleasure of interview-
ing senior peer tutor Dana Koglin
about her and senior peer tutor Tori
Fater’s presentation for our working
group training meeting, in which
she shared her knowledge of
journalistic writing.

The presentation covered things
to look for when students come to

WTS seeking help in their journal-
ism classes as well as problems to
watch out for when journalism stu-
dents seek help in academic writing
rather than other disciplines.

Dana said she had always wanted
to present at a working group meet-
ing but had always been too busy.

When Writing Tutorial Services

Photo courtesy of Dana Koglin

Coordinator JoAnn Vogt sent her

a personal e-mail asking if she was
interested, she thought it would be

a good time and a great opportunity
to share her understanding and
personal experiences with the rest of

TRAINING

continues on page 4

Former WTS tutor Jo Minnich talks about teaching

BY HANNAH MURRAY

After working as a Writing
Tutorial Services peer tutor dur-
ing her time as an undergraduate
at Indiana University, Jo Min-
nich decided to pursue a career
as a seventh-grade language arts
teacher in her hometown of Fort
Wayne, Ind.

While at IU, Jo studied

journalism and photojournalism,
but through tutoring at WTS, Jo
realized her true calling was to
help students with writing.

“I ended up going back to
school in Fort Wayne to work
toward a master’s and get my
teaching certification.”

When comparing her current

job as a teacher to her previous
job at WTS, Jo claims that in both
tutoring and teaching she helps
students realize their full
potential.

Tutors are not meant to have

AFTERWTS

continues on page 5
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ENG-W170 professor received

an email from Writing Tutorial
Services Coordinator Jo Ann Vogt
requesting nominations for writing
tutors, and this professor nomi-
nated Vincent two years after their
class together.

Through his later work with
WTS, Vincent met Leslie Robinson,
director of the ASCs, where math
tutoring is offered in addition to
writing. This is how he obtained a
math tutoring position as well.

In talking with Vincent, I hoped
to learn more about the inherent
differences and similarities between
math and writing tutoring.

Vincent notices some unique
challenges between the two
tutoring areas.

For example, writing tutorials
tend to put more pressure on the
tutor to exercise active listening
skills because there are typically
many “correct” ways to say some-
thing, and tutors should not dictate
a student’s decisions, but help them
make effective choices.

After all, our mission is to
create better writers, not just better
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papers.

Writing students desperate
for help can sometimes cling to
a tutor’s every word, which calls
for careful consideration of word
choice and phrasing.

While math tutors aim to make
students better mathematicians,
Vincent says there is more of an
emphasis on completing problems.

This emphasis, Vincent claims,
can create a greater sense of ur-
gency with students who just want
to finish their homework and get a
good grade in their only required
math class.

Ultimately, Vincent says tutor-
ing math and writing has been a
mutually beneficial experience
regarding his tutoring style and
techniques.

Since the WTS training semes-
ter largely deals with general tutor-
ing techniques and is not exclusive
to writing assignments, Vincent
feels this experience had a large
effect on his math tutoring.

Vincent applies this tutoring
strategy at the math tables as well,
an environment where the stress of
impending online deadlines might
cause a tutor to focus on timeliness,
rather than clarity.
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This technique undoubtedly
aids Vincent in his attempt to make
the students better mathematicians,
in addition to getting better grades
on homework problems.

However, while writing tutors
might not normally be in a posi-
tion to give “yes” or “no” answers to
problems like math tutors, Vincent
says answering these questions can
be positive in a writing tutorial.

For example, if a student is
exploring a topic for a paper and
asks a “yes” or “no” question, an
affirmation tells the student that his
or her thoughts are valuable, and
encourages further exploration.

Open-ended questions certainly
serve their purpose in framing
discussions, but small affirmations
provide encouragement.

Insights such as these offer
evidence as to how the tutoring
techniques we learned from Jo Ann
can be universally applied, as well
as how tutoring different areas of
study can strengthen a tutor’s
ability to work with all subjects.

Vincent bridges the gap in
that terrible right-brain, left-brain
cliché, proving that tutoring is
tutoring, from thesis statements to
mathematical equations.
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the WTS staff.

The main goal for Dana’s presen-
tation was to communicate to the
WTS tutors that they should keep an
eye out for students’ misunderstand-
ing major journalism concepts.

Additionally, students in jour-
nalism are often unaware of their
shortcomings. With this in mind,
Dana recommends referring stu-
dents back to their professors and
class materials if you are concerned
that the expectations of the assign-
ment are not being met.

Dana also wanted to convey in
her presentation that while work-
ing at WTS, seeing tutees’ lack of
understanding of media and how to
consume it properly was particularly
striking to her.

After tutoring students through-
out the disciplines, she noticed mis-
takes, such as the failure to analyze a
source for its validity, that carry over
from journalism into all other fields
and majors.

Because of this common failure,
she also wanted to discuss how the
information she presented on com-
mon mistakes could apply to other
disciplines.

Although Tori and Dana both
study journalism, they have different
interests and specializations within
the field. Tori focuses on news writ-
ing, while Dana focuses on advertis-
ing and public relations.

Therefore, they were each able to
design the portions of the presenta-
tion with which they were most
familiar and comfortable.

Dana said Tori and she were able
to compile the information included
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in the presentation by brainstorming
with each other.

Together they recalled things
they had learned in class and prob-
lems they had come across when
managing other student writers
at the IU student newspaper, the
Indiana Daily Student.

The different perspectives that
Tori and Dana were able to bring
to the working group in both tra-
ditional reporting and advertising,
marketing, and public relations
helped make their joint presentation
unique.

Dana notes that a well-rounded
knowledge of journalism basics is
important because many students
and practitioners in any of the jour-
nalism fields “have a very basic and
sometimes skewed understanding of
the related fields”

She and Tori wanted to highlight
the importance of understanding
the differences and inter-relatedness
of the fields.

Working for WTS has especially
helped Dana to realize how impor-
tant it is to have a basic understand-
ing of the differences and goals
within fields of journalism.

Since there was too much
information for Dana and Tori to
convey everything about journalism
in only an hour, they chose to focus
on major concepts and journal-
ism’s major deviations from typical
academic writing, such as AP style,
editorializing and organization.

Dana said her main goal “was
to give tutors the information they
need to notice problems, not
necessarily to help fix them”

She notes that going so far as to
help fix the problems would require
extensive knowledge of journalism
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and related fields.

For our goals at WTS, just help-
ing a student identify problems is
appropriate in this situation.

Dana noted that she was most
nervous about presenting by herself
during the meeting with the peer
tutors because Tori had other
obligations.

Because they each presented
about different aspects of journal-
ism, Tori’s half of the presentation
consisted of material that Dana had
not had to work with for about two
years.

“I really didn’t want to misrep-
resent any of it, so I was basically
taking notes on her half of the pre-
sentation while we were presenting
the first two times!” Dana said.

When I asked her what the most
interesting thing was about present-
ing, her response was, “it was mostly
just intimidating” She remarked
that “most people just stare at you
blankly;” and she never knew if her
tellow tutors were judging her.

However, she continued that it
was both interesting and encourag-
ing when she asked each group how
they defined and understood each
field and received accurate responses
from most WTS tutors.

My last question to Dana was
about what advice she would give
other WTS tutors who are preparing
working group meetings or might
do so in the future.

She had commented earlier in
our interview that she felt she had a
tendency to talk too quickly.

She responded, “If you struggle
with taking your time through
presentations, do it with someone!
It forces you to slow down, and two
minds are always better than one!”
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WTS senior tutor moves to LA

Anjona Ghosh
ghosh.anjona@gmail.com
Los Angeles, CA

After graduation, I am moving
to Los Angeles, CA, to work as an
executive assistant in the film and
television industry.

My primary focus will be more
administrative than academic.

But I know the communica-
tion skills I have learned during
my time at WTS will be valuable
in the work environment.

WTS has helped me develop

methods of assessing and evaluat-
ing written work in a precise and
efficient manner.

In a collaborative field such as
filmmaking, these types of com-
munication sKkills are key.

Through WTS, I have also
grown to be a stronger and more
efficient writer.

Above all, my time at WTS
gave me a wonderful opportunity
to work with a spectacular cast of
remarkable and inspiring
characters.

AFTERWTS
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all the answers, but instead to
prompt students with questions
in order for the students to learn
how they should improve their
papers.

For Jo, prompting students
plays an effective role in teaching,
too.

“Being a tutor has helped me
be more of a facilitator in the
writing process in my classroom
rather than a ‘sage on the stage”

In terms of differences, Jo dis-
cusses how as a teacher at a public
school, she has an obligation to
help every student due to state
testing and teacher accountability.

But at WTS, there wasn’t a
mandatory policy to tutor every
IU student.

“(As a teacher) I have to find
ways to reach every student, even
if students make it particularly

difficult to reach them. As a WTS
tutor, students sought us out.”

As much as Jo enjoyed in-
dividually tutoring students on
different stages of the writing pro-
cess, the time constraints within
class prevent her from being able
to work as comprehensively as she
would like to with every student.

Other significant differences
between tutoring college students
and teaching seventh graders are
the difficulties that can come with
helping newer writers.

But there are some positive
differences in teaching younger
writers, such as their ability to
grasp the writing techniques, Jo
said.

“It’s easier because many times
I'm starting with a clean slate”

Jo still uses a number of skills
she learned as a WTS tutor. “I
frequently have students read
their papers aloud to me to edit,”
Jo said.

At WTS, tutors often encour-
age tutees to read aloud certain
sections of their papers to help
tutees discover their mistakes on
their own.

“I also try to have students
only focus on two or three cor-
rections so they do not get over-
whelmed with having to change
an entire paper,” Jo said.

When asked what advice she
would give tutors interested in
entering the teaching field, Jo did
not refrain from the truth.

Aspiring teachers will find
fulfillment as long as they main-
tain a dedication and passion for
teaching.

“It is still as rewarding as it
always has been,” Jo said.

“Regardless of the politics sur-
rounding it, if you stay focused on
why you wanted to join the teach-
ing field and find joy in little daily
victories, youll have a far more
rewarding career.”
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Will the new space have a door?

The new space on the first floor of the Herman B Wells Library includes private rooms,
available for use for group tutorials.

Photos courtesy of Dana Koglin

It's not a door, but it is a door-like
opening; a step in the right direction!

Students’ excitement is building as they Poor Anita had to kick a student out from behind her desk just to pose for these
wait for WTS to move to the first floor. pictures! Here's hoping this won't become a common occurrence!

Interact with
WTS!

WTS Alumni @IUB_WTS_Help byourwts@indiana.edu
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Our WTS Alumni Directory

1992-1996

Ann Francis Jenson
Nashville, IN
mjenson@indiana.edu

Jen DeRosa

Doug Anderson
Chicago, IL

Helen (Grant) Glaze
Craig Kuehnert

Deb Schussler
Havertown, PA

Angela (Zahn) Tharp
Bloomington, IN
anzahn@indiana.edu

Joanna Walters

1996

Sarah (Gliemmo) Nichols
Sacramento, CA
curioussjg@yahoo.com

Marcia Ireland
Northbrook, IL

Tracy (Jensen) May
Chicago, IL

Tricia Kenfield
Greenfield, IN

Lisa McBride

Elisa (Overholtzer) Maxwell
Fresno, CA
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Jonathan Purvis
Bloomington, IN
jpurvis@indiana.edu

Grace Waitman
Evansville, IN

Kevin Wilson
Evansville, IN

1997
Jeremy Davies
New York, NY

Christy Doherty
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico
siob.doherty@gmail.com

Alexander Kahn
Gettysburg, PA
alaxander_kahn@hotmail.com

Amy Parker

James Spicer
St. Louis, MO

Bill Watson
Indianapolis, IN
colts_fan76@hotmail.com

Leeanna Werner
Indianapolis, IN

1998

Jamie Aprile

Los Angeles, CA
jamieaprile@yahoo.com
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Tutors listed by training year

Erin (Elkins) Radcliff
Albuquerque, NM
eradclif@unm.edu

Cara Frison
Dunlap, IL

Mindy Ho
Carmel, IN

Abby (Hunt) Ghering
Cincinnati, OH
abbyandrob@sbcglobal.net

Gayle Niemeyer
Claire Ross
Jamie Snyder

Devin Thomas
Westport, CT

Ebony Utley
Long Beach, CA
utley@hotmail.com

Miranda Wagoner
Chicago, IL

1999

Jennifer (Beyer) Wilkey
Cincinnati, OH
jenniferwilkey@yahoo.com

Sarah Helmig
Tennyson, IN

Dana (Miller) Malkus
St. Lous, MO
danamill@sbcglobal.net
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Ben Motz
Bloomington, IN
bmotz@indiana.edu

Kelly Newton
Naperville, IL

Christine Pacold
Elmhurst, IL

Robin Schaber
Jasper, IN

Jin Han
San Jose, CA

Erica Jeftrey
San Fransisco, CA

Jenica Schultz
Columbia City, IN

2000
Andrew Cook
Louisville, KY

Heather Danielewicz
Chicago, IL

Alison Lefkovitz
Chicago, IL
aletkovi@uchicago.edu
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Kelly (McShane) Colby
Indianapolis, IN
kelly@colbyequipment.com

Allison Mikkalo
Minneapolis, MN
acmikkal@hotmail.com

Heather (Murphy) Coddington
South Hero, VT
solace_us@yahoo.com

Vanessa Vreeland
Chicago, IL

2001
Megan Anderson
Indianapolis, IN

Katie (Beyer) Zarich
Indianapolis, IN
katiezarich@yahoo.com

Namrata Gandhi
Iselin, NJ

Geoff McGregor
Bloomington, IN
gmcgrego@indiana.edu

Adam Paré
Rochester, NY

Miriam Pullman
Alpharetta, GA
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Kyle Springman
Rochester, MN
kspringman@gmail.com

Garth Stahl
Adelaide, South Australia
garth_stahl@hotmail.com

Bill Trovinger
Minneapolis, MN
william.trovinger@gmail.com

Morgan Wescliff
Indianapolis, IN

Kyle (Wittstein) Pullman
Helsinki, Finland

2002
Jennifer Bartloff
Medford, Oregon

Michael Blumenthal
Northbrook, IL

Jae Chung
Washington, DC
jaepcr@gmail.com

Laura Clapper
Bloomington, IN
Iclapper@indiana.edu

Melissa House

Over the years, we've lost contact with many of our friends from WTS as

jobs have changed and moves have been made. If you know of a former

tutor who's fallen out of touch, please forward this newsletter and have
the alum email us at byourwts@indiana.edu.

Thanks!
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Lisa Inks
Brooklyn, NY
lisa.inks@gmail.com

Lindsay Lambert
Indianapolis, IN

Lisa Maltz
Gross Pointe, MI

Hayley Piper
Hawi, Hawaii

Alexis Pool
Evanston, IL

Michael Quilligan
Silver Spring, MD
mquillig@yahoo.com

Chris (Sego) Caldwell
Indianapolis, IN
csegocaldwell@gmail.com

Matt Stevons
Spencer, IN

Theresa Yaecker
Chicago, IL
tyaecker@gmail.com

Jon Zarich
Indianapolis, IN

Jen (Woodall) Johnston
Los Angeles, CA
jenjohnston@mac.com

2003
Marc Baumgardt
Arlington, VA

Andrew Bean
Indianapolis, IN
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Rebecca Bloch
Las Vegas, NV

Ashley Bouque

Caleb Cole
Boston, MA
caleb@calebcolephoto.com

Michelle Creech
Louisville, KY
mncreech@gmail

Nicholas Durcholz
Ferdinand, IN

Danielle Penny
Northridge, CA

Emily Ragsdale
Chicago, IL
ecragsdale@gmail.com
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Stephen Rahko
Bloomington, IN
srahko@indiana.edu

Emily Sekine
Brooklyn, NY
elsekine@gmail.com

2004

Adrienne Carroll
Bloomington, IN
adrienne.carroll@gmail.com

Martha Hunt
Arlington, VA
marthunt@gmail.com

Greg Ingram
Bloomington, IN
ringram@gpstrategies.com

Peggy Larkin
Indianapolis, IN
mslarkin@gmail.com

SUPPORT WTS!

Have you ever wished you could do more
for Writing Tutorial Services even after
leaving IU?
Writing Tutorial Services is an affinity group, just like a
greek house or Little 500 team. As tutors, we come to-

gether with a common interest and shared pride in our
school. (After all, we help our fellow students succeed!)

You can now directly support WTS with a contribution
to the IU Foundation. Check out the link on the WTS

homepage: www.indiana.edu/~wts

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.
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Michael-Lyn McBride
Lompoc, CA
micha224@yahoo.com

Cameron Oehler
Indianapolis, IN
coehler@gmail.com

Erin Romine

Kehla West
Washington, D.C.
kehlawest@gmail.com

2005

Lauren Belles
Arlington, VA
laurenbelles@gmail.com

Gamble Kersey
Mary Esther, FL

Erin McGuan
Omaha, NE
erinmcguan@creighton.edu

Jo Minnich
Fort Wayne, IN
jo.minnich@gmail.com

Joe Roy
Chicago, IL

2006

Heather Coffman

Avon, IN
hlcoffman@avon-schools.org

Jason Covert
Newburgh, IN

Carole Goetz

Diane Gumina
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Brandon Haffner
Greensboro, NC
orangeroark@yahoo.com

Jonathan Hill
jonathan.caleb.hill@gmail.com

Lindsey Kee
Phoenix, AZ
lindseykee@gmail.com

Rowenna Miller

Josh Robinson
Chicago, IL
jolrobin@gmail.com

Sam Ross
New York, NY
samcharlesross@gmail.com

Cecilia Wolford
Chicago, IL
cecelia.wolford@gmail.com

Emma Young

Bloomington, IN
eayoung@indiana.edu

2007
Brian Clark

Chris Frisz

Boston, MA
chris.frisz@gmail.com
Rebecca Gabriel
Maggie Grimason
Swathi Hemachandra
Pittsburgh, PA

shemacha@indiana.edu

Lisa Huang
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Robyn Klingerman

Sarah-Anne Lanman
Bloomington, IN
slanman@indiana.edu

Caitlin Lloyd
Stefania Marghitu
Caroline Mclver

Kelsey Nash
Chicago, IL
kelsey.t.nash@gmail.com

Jennifer Thompson

Ted Wells

2008

Jane Barr

Waltham, MA
janebarr28@gmail.com

Sri Chatterjee
Chicago, IL
sc7@indiana.edu

Nicole Horvath
Sevilla, Spain
nhorvath@indiana.edu

Elana Kelber
New York, NY
ekelber@deloitte.com

Shabrelle Pollock
Dublin, OH
shabrelle.pollock@gmail.com

Chelsea Sipes
Anderson, IN
cvsipes@indiana.edu
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Callie Taylor
New York, NY
callinda.taylor@gmail.com

Caitlin Zittkowski
Cleveland, OH
czittkow@gmail.com

2009

Doug Foster
Bloomington, IN
docfoste@indiana.edu

Melissa Georgiou
Chicago, IL

Claire Kruschke
Gisborne, New Zealand
claire.a.kruschke@gmail.com

Maryn Liles
New York, NY
marynstacyliles@gmail.com

Amanda Mast
Keystone, CO
amandacmast@gmail.com

Ben Smith
Bloomington, IN
csa@strangershillorganics.com

2010

Kelsey Adams

Tampa, FL
kadams318@gmail.com

Stephanie Barton
Federal Way, WA
stephabart@gmail.com

Nancy Coner
Newark, NJ
nconer@gmail.com
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Leigh Hardy
West Lafayette, IN
lhardy@purdue.edu

Emily McGowan
Columbus, OH
ennaree@me.com

Alexandra Moxley
Chicago, IL
a-moxley@hotmail.com

Rachel Saltsgaver
Greenwood, IN
rachel.saltsgaver@gmail.com

Kristina Vragovic
Chicago, IL
k.vragovic@gmail.com

Liv Wafler
Bloomington, IN
owafler@indiana.edu

Rebekah Sims
Fort Wayne, IN
rebekah.e.sims@gmail.com

Caroline Luu
carolinehluu@gmail.com
Carmel, IN

2011

Laura Sibley

Cleveland, OH
lauraesibley@yahoo.com

Anna Connors
connors.anna@gmail.com
East Lansing, Michigan

Neil Klodzen
nklodzen@gmail.com
Bloomington, IN
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Frank Trechsel
frankrtrechsel@gmail.com
Nashville or Los Angeles

Lauren Conkling
leconkling@sbcglobal.net
Newburgh, IN

Katie Beasley
kbeasl110@gmail.com
Madrid, Spain

Kelly Miller
Palo Alto, CA
knmiller1 5@yahoo.com

2012

Lauren Bridges

Bilbao, Spain
laurenjanebridges@gmail.com

Aidan Crane

Emma Vice
Indianapolis, IN
emvice@umail.iu.edu

Ingrid Feustel
The Philippines
ingrid.feustel@gmail.com

Preethi Manohar
Preethi.m.manohar@gmail.com

2013

Amber Hendricks

Seattle, WA
ambernicholehendricks@gmail.com

Kimberly Smith
Louisville, KY
kmsmth442@gmail.com
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Belle Kim Rashmika Nedungadi

Seattle, WA Appleton, WI

bellebomkim@gmail.com rasnedun@indiana.edu

Katherine Swintz Anjona Ghosh

Indianapolis, IN Los Angeles, CA

ktswintz@imail.iu.edu ghosh.anjona@gmail.com

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
BLOOMINGTON

Campus Writing Program

Center for Innovative Teaching and Learning
1320 E. Tenth St., Bloomington, IN 47405
Phone: 812-855-6738
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